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To Honorable Joseph B. 0*Keefe, Mayor, an# Members of the 
City Council, Peabody, Massachusettss 


Gentlemen: 




I respectfully submit my 22nd annual report^af the hire 
Department for the year ending Iecembefol, 1944V\\ s 


The manual force of the de 
slats of: One Chief, one Deputy 
visor of Motors, twenty-nine Priva 
Men, and fourteen Callmen. 


In Military Service 


One Permanent Man 
are still subject to m 


I regret to report 
G. Hodgdon, Permanent me 




the present time con- 
ve Captains, one Super- 
o Fire Alarm Maintenance 


rmaneht Men and eight Cellmen 
n under 38 years of age 


March 1, 1S44, bf George 
department. 


During t) 
appointment 


rear, one Permanent Man was pensioned, and one 
made to the permanent force. 


The department at present is at Its lowest point in man¬ 
power in many \ years. Beofeyuse of men celled into the Service and 
during the sr$\montha v^c/tion period, the department will be 
reduced by thhe^-vj^ore. 


INSPECTIONS 


1348 inspections of all kinds were nade during the year. 

Lack of manpower has made it impossible to properly carry 
on this important function of the service* 






APPARATUS 




the exceptl 
e sadly in j 


ipuse 


Motor apparatus in service in the departmeh^ at the present 
time are: four 750 gallon, triple combination pumping engines, 
one cities service ladder truck, one 350 gallon prlple combina¬ 
tion pumping engine, one forest fire trijek-j—ew-e-fire alarm truck, 
and two sed&ns. In reserve is one hosewittr^doster. 


Reserve Engine 5, which has be« 
was decommissioned in October* I baiieve 
this machine in condition, plus the coat oj 
warranted on a machine of its ag4x and rej 


Ordinary and necess 
during the past year. 

The buildings, wi 
wooden contruction and 

■Engine 3 and .Engine 
house hand tubs a ho 


vice s 
t the cost of putting 
new tires, is not 
end its disposal. 


done on the buildings 


of Headquarters, are of 

ed of extensive repairs. 

re built many years ago to 
aplaced with modern structures. 


HYDRA K IS 

One mat^&r which ahcyUld receive early attention is the lack 
of e sufficient number qx/nydrants in the factory district of 
this city, in^fcfo^icujl^/t'oster. Main and Walnut Streets, and 
Central street In-ISES-Vlcinity of the High School. Many other 
streets were manufacturing establishments are located are not 
properly protected with hydrants. 


FIRE RECORD 

During the year, the department responded to 506 calls, 
classified as follows: 140 bell, 348 still, 11 A. JB, T., and 
7 Automatic. There were 14 false alarms, and 5 second alarms* 

This department assisted the Danvers department on four occasions, 
and the Salem Department once. 


{ 
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For the extinguishing of fire, the department: used: 383 
pump cans, 7 Foareite extinguishers, 29 soda-acid Extinguishers, 
and 11 DuGas extinguishers* Automatic sprinklers\operated on 
two fires* Booster tanks were used 209 times, bqcister pumps 
operating for 70 hours. Pumping entIne a/lnere uaad ^A times for 
17 hours. 47 one and one-half inch hose lines toth^Qg 16,600 
feet, and 66 two and one-half inch hope^Jtnss totaliJ 
feet were used. 1,181 feet of ladd^p^wexVVaised. £1 
covers were spread. 


The fire loss for the 

Value of property 
involved! $1,37 

Insurance carried 
on property* 


$ 1,1 



a,700 

selvage 


$64,646 


Insurance loss: 


$44,769 


/ a/, m 

in- 


luring t]i 

was renewed, 
system a c 01115 


past year!tone section of the fire alarm battery 
is renewal br this section gives the fire alarm 
ite new battb^y system* 


.-any sect 
developed secti> 
boxes. I would r« 


of th>%/city, and in particular the newer 

>t sufficiently covered by fire alarm 
Jhd that new boxes be installed where needed* 


The present repeater is not of ercple circuit capacity to 
make the necessary box additions, A repeater of larger capacity 
should be Installed, and the entire fire alarm system should be 
reconstructed with fast and slow time, and a new type transmitter. 
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ch Is a 1936 
%ns an eig/t 
n£Lc ond XJtyan 


Two of the ladders with which 
have been condemned during the pas 
two ladders is indicative of the 
ladders now in service* For sa 
ladders should be purchased. lie' 
work which must necessarily be 
year amounts to a sum of money which 
investment on a truck of 


Engine 3, which ha: 
replaced with a modern 

The Packard car, w 1 ^ 
1940 at a coat of ;$200, 
car, because of its age 


truck S is equipped 
condition of these 
dition of the other 
an entire new set of 
necessary repair 
is truck in the conuning 
ould not consider a good 
esent truck* 


>een in s^vVice a'. 
aping eng ii 


ce 1919, should be 


model, was purchased in 
year old Graham car. This 
, should be replaced* 


New home 
protection 


in South Peabody warrant better 
n power and fire alarm system* 


The 

housing of a 
a new two-do 
with the 
In the very nea 


Lynn Street was built in 1881 for the 
should be made for the erection of 
of housing an engine company, and 
that a ladder company will be necessary 
for servicing this rapidly growing section 


of our city* This station could be built on the present sike by 
purchasing additional land, or on any other suitable location* 


RECOMMENDATIONS 


X would once again recommend the 
aerial ladder truck* 


a modern 








CONCLUSION 


In conclusion, I wish to express 
Jteyor, City Council, and other depart 
eration with this department. 

I wish to commend the office 
for the cooperation and effioie 
line of duty. 


I also wish to thank the manufa< 
zena for their cooperation it r'TTr e. inaj 
work, and for their assis.t^rice to' s the Fii 





to the 

ir coop- 


f this department 
y have shown in the 


rs, merchants and citl- 
ion and prevention 

’» Relief Association. 


tfully submitted. 


Chief of department 







